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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF COMMON SENSE E-MOBILITY REGULATION
AND IN OPPOSITION TO S10015 Addabbo | A10230 Eachus

May 12, 2026

RE: In Support of Common Sense E-Bike and E-Scooter Regulations,
and in Opposition to S10015 Addabbo | A10230 Eachus

TO:  Chairman Cooney
Members of the NYS Senate Transportation Committee
Chairman Magnarelli
Members of the NYS Assembly Standing Committee on Transportation

We write in support of common sense e-bike and e-scooter legislation that keeps pace with
evolving technology, prioritizes safety for everyone, and makes effective use of New York’s
limited regulatory capacity. That means focusing enforcement and regulation on the rapid
proliferation of high-speed “e-motos” - while encouraging the use of the low-speed, legal e-bikes
that are delivering clear benefits to New Yorkers.

Low-speed, legal e-bikes have been a win for New Yorkers, providing safe, affordable,
accessible, electric transportation and supporting New York’s cost-of-living, climate, and
public health goals.

The rapid growth of e-mobility attests to a real and pressing need: many New Yorkers cannot
afford car ownership, and transit options are insufficient in too many communities - low-speed e-
bikes and e-scooters fill that gap.

But the rapidly changing marketplace - especially the proliferation of high-speed devices - has
created confusion about what devices are safe and legal. Riders, retailers, law enforcement,
and local governments all need clarity and a path forward. Dozens of bills related to e-bikes and
e-scooters have been introduced in the NYS legislature to try to address these concerns. Some
show promise, while others are misguided.

We particularly oppose S10015 Addabbo | A10230 Eachus which requires every e-mobility
device - even legal, low-speed e-bikes and e-scooters - to be registered with the Department of
Motor Vehicles. This would require a massive government program with no net safety benefits.

e Low-speed e-bike registration is not worth the cost to taxpayers. Almost
everywhere bicycle registration has been attempted or studied, it has been quickly
repealed or abandoned. Toronto studied and “rejected the policy because it was difficult
and ineffective,” concluding that “licensing is not worth the creation of a major
bureaucracy to oversee this practice.” When LA, Long Beach, San Diego, Seattle, and
Ottawa looked into bike licensing, they found that just running the program would be
prohibitively expensive.



https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/streets-parking-transportation/cycling-in-toronto/cycling-and-the-law/bicycle-licencing/
https://www.chicagomag.com/city-life/march-2015/why-bicycle-licensing-almost-never-works/
https://www.chicagomag.com/city-life/march-2015/why-bicycle-licensing-almost-never-works/
https://www.chicagomag.com/city-life/march-2015/why-bicycle-licensing-almost-never-works/
https://www.chicagomag.com/city-life/march-2015/why-bicycle-licensing-almost-never-works/

e Low-speed e-bike registration will not benefit traffic safety. Every road death and
injury represents a real person and a grieving family, and should be taken seriously. But
the level of state resources devoted to regulating e-mobility should be proportionate to
its safety impact. Given their light weight, low speed, and limited role in serious crashes,
legal e-bikes and e-scooters pose far less risk than cars and SUVs, making additional
regulations on legal e-bikes a significant waste of state resources. The contrast in safety
is stark: In 2024, NYPD data showed e-bike crashes were responsible for less than one
half of one percent of pedestrian injuries in New York City.

e Barriers to low-speed e-bike usage are counterproductive to New York’s
affordability and climate resiliency goals. Many New Yorkers cannot afford car
ownership, and transit options are insufficient in too many communities — low-speed e-
bikes and e-scooters fill that gap. E-bikes also offer an alternative to gas-powered
vehicles, and are far more affordable and climate friendly than EVs. Making it more
onerous to sell, purchase and operate these affordable, lightweight electric mobility
devices perpetuates the transportation affordability crisis faced by many New Yorkers.

Instead of requiring e-bike registration we recommend that the legislature focus on limiting the
sale of higher-speed micromobility devices that are already illegal on the roads of New
York, but are nonetheless allowed to be sold and deceptively marketed throughout the state,
creating risks, especially for those who purchase them unknowingly.

E-bikes are clearly defined in New York law: They have operable pedals, they are electric with a
low wattage motor, and that motor cuts out at 20 mph for e-scooters and most e-bikes (25 mph

for Class 3 e-bikes allowed in NYC only). This is not just a speed limit that can be ignored: on a

legal e-bike or e-scooter the motor literally stops providing boost at these limits.

Unfortunately, there has been a rapid spread of devices marketed and sold as “e-bikes” and “e-
scooters” that don’t meet these standards - some of those devices are also not eligible to be
registered as limited use motorcycles, or any other vehicle type under NYS law. Addressing this
massive loophole and prohibiting the sale of these “e-motos” should be the priority.

To that end we propose and support the following:

1. Enact and enforce point-of-sale regulations with meaningful fines and seizures to
keep high speed devices off the road, and ensure that legal devices are not sold
for use by children under 16. Once a device is on the street, it creates a significant
challenge for law enforcement. Address the issue at the source — the point of sale — both
brick-and-mortar and online. The legislature should:

a. Treat high-speed “e-motos” the same as other motor vehicles: require VINs and
registration at the point of sale and attestation that they will not be used on the
street. These devices are currently not legal to ride on the roads of New York and
cannot qualify for, or pass existing safety inspection for road use.

b. Implement strong enforcement of existing labeling requirements that identify legal
e-bike classes at point of sale, and

c. Forlegal devices, require valid proof of age at the point of sale, and attestation
that the device will not be used by a child under 16 when purchased by an adult.



d. Enforce these requirements both online and in brick and mortar stores with
meaningful fines and seizures.

2. Protect children and adults with truth in advertising for e-bikes vs. e-motos
enforced at the point of sale. High-powered devices are often marketed as “e-bikes”
despite being faster, more dangerous, and either not legal at all on the roads of New
York, or requiring registration as a limited use motorcycle. The legislature should:

a. Make it illegal to market electric motorcycles, mopeds, limited use motorcycles,
or any other devices that are not “e-bikes” or “e-scooters” under NYS law using
those terms, and

b. Require that advertising specifically state whether a device is street-legal in New
York, and whether it requires registration, license and insurance.

c. Enforce these requirements both online and in brick and mortar stores with
meaningful fines and seizures.

3. Expand education for prospective purchasers, and for law enforcement officers.
Consumers and law enforcement do not know how to distinguish between a legal device
and an illegal one. In addition to enforcing labeling requirements, the legislature should:

a. Train law enforcement to identify illegal high-speed devices (e-motos) and
educate the public about the difference between those and legal e-bikes,

b. Require schools to fulfill the existing state law (N.Y. Educ. Law § 806) to provide
universal bike safety education, and provide school districts with the resources to
do so, helping to prepare parents and kids to safely navigate e-bike use when
they reach the legal age of 16, and

c. Launch a statewide website to educate consumers about how to purchase a
legal and safe e-mobility device and the real risks of illegal devices.

4. Simplify regulations to support economic development and encourage the use of
legal e-bikes. The legislature should:

a. Pass A01138/S03238, which would allow e-bikes on roadways posted at more
than 30 mph where regular bikes are already allowed, eliminating the existing
counterproductive prohibition.

b. Outside of New York City, end municipal control of e-bikes bringing into
alignment the growing patchwork of regulations that creates confusion for
everyday riders and a major challenge for tour operators,

c. Pass S9750/A1077 and S9749/A324, which would increase funding for the
construction of separated infrastructure for e-bikes and regular bikes to operate
free from conflict with motor vehicles and pedestrians, and

d. Pass legislation to keep vulnerable road users safe, including Stop Super
Speeders (S4045B/A2299B), Defined Safe Passing (S1665/A1831) and Stop as
Yield (S639/A7071).

E-bikes and e-scooters are changing New York State for the better. We have an opportunity to
enact common-sense regulations to improve safety for all road users. We should not rely on
knee-jerk responses that have been proven ineffective time and time again, especially when
there are less expensive and more effective alternatives.



We look forward to working with you and the rest of the New York State Legislature to design
and pass intelligent and comprehensive e-bike and e-scooter regulations that support adoption

of low speed, legal e-bikes.

Sincerely,

Adirondack Cycling Advocates
Albany Bicycle Coalition

Hon. Owusu Anane, Albany Common
Council

Bike Tarrytown

Bikeatoga, Inc.

BikeWalk Tompkins

Capital Streets

Cattaraugus County Planning Board
Complete George

Cortland County Legislator Beau Harbin
Cycle Schenectady

Cyclotour Guide Books

DriveRehab

East Coast Greenway Alliance
Families for Safe Streets

GObike Buffalo

Huntington Bicycle Club

Hon. Keith Walters, Village of Geneseo, NY
Trustee

New York Bicycling Coalition (NYBC)

New York Coalition for Transportation
Safety

Open Plans

Parks & Trails NY
PeopleForBikes
Reconnect Rochester
Rochester Bicycling Club
Safe Pass Ulster

Shared Mobility Inc.

South Asian Fund For Education
Scholarship and Training Inc

StreetsPAC
Transportation Alternatives

Vision Long Island



