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New York Bicycling Coalition
April 2019 Newsletter

Newsletter Contents:

« A Message from the NYBC Board of Directors
» Legislative Priorities

o Trails Advocacy Day: "Trails Across New York"
« Recap: 2019 National Bike Summit in DC

o The Capital District Trails Plan

o Complete Streets Summit on LI

o Community Tool Grant from Park Tool

» Spring Events

» Tell us what's happening in your neighborhood
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A Message from the NYBC Board of Directors

Kudos to all of you winter weather bicycling warriors who rode for transportation, exercise or
recreation throughout the snowy and often bitter cold NY winter. The rest of us are starting to join
you now that it’s spring! We are bringing our bikes to our local shops for tune ups, doing our
“ABC” quick checks and getting our bicycles in gear for “May is Bike Month” and beyond.

Here at NYBC, we have kept rolling throughout the winter with planning ahead for the spring and
summer. Your generous donations today will help NYBC work for better and safer bicycling for all
of us throughout New York State.

Below are some updates from us, with more to come soon.

Sincerely,

The NYBC Board of Directors

NYBC's 2019 Legislative Priorities
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There are several pieces of legislation that support better bicycling in New York. Our top three legislative
priorities this year are:

¢ Legalizing 3 classes of e-bikes - We support a 3-class bill that incorporates as much of the
People for Bikes model language as possible. Providing a legal framework for 3 classes of e-
bikes increases green mobility options for all New York residents and visitors!

o Statewide multi-use trails plan - Authorize the Empire State Development Corporation to create
a statewide multi-use trails plan (A5035/S4416)

o 3-foot Safe Passing (A00283/S01439) - 32 states now have a defined state passing law of at
least 3 feet. Defining a safe distance helps all users share the road safely.
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Trails Advocacy Day:
"Trails Across New York"

NYBC joined forces with The Trust for Public Lands, Parks & Trails NY, and Rails to Trails
Conservancy to support the "Trails Across New York" campaign launch during Trails Advocacy
Day in Albany.

The Trails Across New York agenda priorities:

e Statewide multi-use trails plan

¢ Long Island Extension to the Empire State Trail

¢ Policy shifts that would define e-bikes for legalization, close Complete Street loopholes,
and passing 3-foot Safe Passing legislation.

Newly appointed Board Member of NYBC, Martin Buchman, headed the Long Island delegation
when it came time to roll the agenda and legislative asks to state representatives. Martin stressed
the need for Long Island has to have the Empire State Trail extended from Battery Park in
Manhattan to both the North and South Fork. Key points:

« A trail will encourage cycle commuting and thus help relieve intolerable traffic congestion.

¢ The trail will help attract tourism without adding extra vehicles to the crowded north and
south fork corridors.

¢ The trail will increase safety and lower the fatality rates of bicycle crashes on LI.

e The trail will provide a linear park that will increase activity, public health and a sense of
community.

It is crucial now for cyclists on LI to call on state government to turn the Long Island Extension
to the Empire State Trail into a reality. If you are interested in seeing the proposed route and a
detailed description, check out the Trust for Public Land and NYBC's report here.
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Capital District Trails Plan
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The Capital District Transportation Committee (CDTC) has released the final Capital District
Trails Plan. Since 2009, total trail mileage in the Capital District has increased from 74 miles to
over 118 miles, and is projected to reach 148 miles by next year.

A critical component to the Capital regional trail network is the Empire State Trail project. We
thank the CDTC for their work and vision.
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We had a great time at the League of American
Bicyclists 2019 National Bike Summit! During
Lobby Day on Capitol Hill, delegations from all 50
states met with Senators and members of the
House peddling legislation we support that would
improve the safety and accessibility of bicycling.
Newly appointed NYBC Board member Martin
Buchman led the New York State delegation and
met with the staff of Senators Schumer and
Gillibrand, as well as the Congressional offices of
House members Nadler, Meeks, Zeldin, Tonko,
Morelle, Maloney and Velazquez.

The 2019 "asks" being peddled on Capitol Hill:

e The Bicycle Commuter Act of 2019 to be
reinstated, benefits expended.

e The COMMUTE Act (House bill and
Senate bill)

e Transportation Alternatives changes to
restore flexibility and local control.

o Strengthened Highway Safety
Improvement Program (HSIP) for
vulnerable road user safety.

Complete Streets Summit on Long Island

https://mailchi.mp/nybc/your-nybc-bike-news

6/12


http://eepurl.com/c_bGSX
https://us1.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=78d3930784a7549950b8f6d56&id=23a97619e3
https://us1.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=78d3930784a7549950b8f6d56&id=23a97619e3
javascript:;

11/7/2019 & Your NYBC Bike News &%

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

Long Island bicycle advocates showed up in full force at the Complete Streets Summit organized
by Vision Long Island; all united to bring about positive change to Long Island. Long Island
advocacy groups in attendance include: members of New York Bicycling Coalition, C.L.I.M.B.,
Long Island Streets, New York Transportation Alliance and the New York Coalition for
Transportation Safety.

NYBC Board member Daniel Flanzig gave an
engaging presentation on his successes
slowing the Village of Sea Cliff down and
highlighted the urgent need to address the
public health epidemic of crashes on Long
Island streets.

Daniel finished the presentation showing
video clips taken by a local cycling club
member to demonstrate the point of view of a
cyclist in the absence of bicycle infrastructure
or a shoulder to navigate in.
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Other presenters showcased Complete
Streets projects such as the Baldwin Grand
Ave Improvements, Atlantic Beach shared-
use pathway construction and a gorgeous
street redesign in Lindenhurst.
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Congratulations to two New York organizations, Long Island Streets and Pathways to Graduation
in Brooklyn, for winning the Community Tool Grant from Park Tool!

The Park Tool Community Tool Grant program started in 2016 as a way to help local non-profit
organizations from all over the globe with tools and kit to help them “make a difference in their
communities”. The ten winners will receive over $1,400 worth of tools, repair stands and kit.

That is a lot of tools! We look forward to catching up with these groups as their programs begin.

SPRING EVENTS
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2019 Active Transportation Summit:

Ideas into Motion Common (Ii-lmml'tﬁ
Keynote Speaker ea
Ma\" 2_3? zq 19 Y Mark anbnn
Rochester Riverside Hotel Transporlation, planning, and public heaith =
RDChEStEF, N\Ir’ cormsilland; aciive Dransporlalion activist ! £

- - Plenary Speaker T
To purchase tickets, visit Paul Beyer RECOMMECT
https://bit.lv/25XLSHc Director of Smart Growth Planning, ROCHESTER

few York State Department of State

Ideas into Motion i= a forum for professianals and activists from multiple sectors to
collaborate on advancing active transportation and recreation opportunities for people of all
ages and abilities across the Finger Lakes Region.

BICHESTEA CACL KE ALLINKEE

NYBC Events Page

Tell us about what's happening
in your neighborhood

NYBC is proud to partner with regional and local advocates who work tirelessly towards ensuring
bicyclists and pedestrians are safe, respected, and fully integrated into their local communities'
transportation system.

We want to hear about successes, challenges, and opportunities in your area! Our goal is to
share stories from around the state and encourage an exchange of ideas.

Email NYBC
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