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Donate Today

NYBC is committed to improving bicycling all across New York State. We
cannot do this important work without the support of people like you.
Donate today and help us continue to make New York a better place to

get around on two wheels. 

Donate Here
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Remembering Richard DeSarra
 

It is with a heavy heart that we say goodbye to NYBC board member
emeritus and long time bicycling advocate, Richard DeSarra. 

Rich spent more than 40 years of his life advocating for improving
bicycling conditions in Rochester, Monroe County, and New York State. He
began his advocacy work as a bicycle shop owner and member of the
Rochester Bicycling Club. In 1990, he served as an advisor to the
Genesee Transportation Council and secured federal funding for street
level bike racks and bike lockers in municipalities across the Council's
nine county region. He worked for nearly six years to reach an agreement
with the Genesee Regional Transit Authority to equip all of its 250+ buses
with bike racks, making the Rochester Transit System the first of all New
York State's major city bus systems to have all its buses equipped with
bike racks.

Rich could be found at almost every roadway construction and
reconstruction project meeting in Rochester speaking on behalf of
recreational and commuting bicyclists. His dedication and persistent
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advocacy for equitable road space for bicyclists can be seen throughout
Monroe County's villages and in the City of Rochester in the form of
marked bicycle lanes. He was a pioneer, pushing for bicycling facilities
before they became popular items for agencies or municipalities to
support. He paved the way for bicycle advocates in New York today, and
was a leading figure in a culture shift that is only just beginning to
recognize the power of the bicycle as a significant and integral part of
improving quality of life in communities.

He served as a Director of NYBC, the League of American Bicyclists, and
the Rochester Bicycling Club, in additional to being the President and
cofounder of the Rochester Cycling Alliance (now Reconnect Rochester).
Richard DeSarra's legacy will live on in the outstanding contributions that
he made to the transportation movement in the Rochester-Monroe County
Region, New York State, and beyond. He will be missed.

Next Month: CycleNY Long Island Ride
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Join us Sunday, October 13, 2019 for the 4th annual CycleNY Long Island
Ride to benefit NYBC. The ride begins at the Stony Brookside Bed and
Bike Inn, with 25 mile and 50 mile route options. Both routes boast scenic
water views and the area's beautiful mostly lightly traveled back roads.
The longer route option includes some more challenging hills.

Our host, The Stony Brookside Bed and Bike Inn will provide us with a
place to launch our ride and return for refueling with food, rehydrating
with North Fork wines and New York craft brews and to enjoy the
camaraderie of fellow cyclists!

This ride is a way for us to meet other cyclists, raise awareness of NYBC,
grow membership and support, and to enjoy the beauty of Long Island's
North Shore.

Register and reserve your spot today!

A special thank you to our sponsor: Kreb Cycle

NYBC in Communities Near You
 

NYBC at the Rensselaerville Ride
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It was a beautiful day for summer riding in Albany County for the 2019
Rensselarville Ride: Ride the Five! event. We were thrilled to be a part of
this year's "Share the Road" campaign and enjoyed speaking with all of
the riders about road safety on group rides ahead of the event. A special
thank you to LCI Marissa Peck who led families in an on-bike safety clinic
and short family fun ride, the Carey Institute for Global Good for hosting
the ride, and the NYS Governors Traffic and Safety Committee for
providing funding for the "Share the Road" campaign. We can't wait to
participate again next year!
 

NYBC at the NYS Stakeholder Meeting on Climate
and Transportation

 

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.facebook.com/events/668939533630082/
https://careyinstitute.org/
http://safeny.ny.gov/
http://eepurl.com/c_bGSX
https://us1.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=78d3930784a7549950b8f6d56&id=23a97619e3
https://us1.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=78d3930784a7549950b8f6d56&id=23a97619e3
javascript:;


11/7/2019 🚲 Your NYBC Bike News, September 2019 🚲

https://mailchi.mp/nybc/your-nybc-bike-news-september-2019 7/15

           

On August 15th, we attended the NYS Stakeholder Meeting on Climate
and Transportation hosted by the State Departments of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) and Transportation (DOT) and the New York State
Energy Research and Development Authority. The meeting was held to
inform New York's potential participation in a multi-state initiative to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation sector
organized by the Transportation and Climate Initiative, a coalition of 12
states and the District of Columbia. Right now the transportation sector is
the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in New York; bicycle and
pedestrian transportation must be a significant and integral part of the
solution to reduce emissions statewide. 

We were happy to see that supporting communities to build bike
and pedestrian friendly transportation networks was a top priority
discussed, and that stakeholders present stressed the importance of
making sure that state funds affiliated with this initiative are distributed
equitably to communities across the state. These are the early stages of
building a framework to guide the many policies that will be implemented
as a result of this initiative. We're excited to see these agencies seek
feedback from stakeholders like us, and are looking forward to continued
participation in the development of this important work.
 

NYBC Complete Streets Training in Rome New York

We continue to deliver our curriculum on Complete Streets across the
state. This past month we were in Rome, NY to work with officials and
advocates from Oneida County, Rome, and Utica. 

We're pleased to announce that we will continue offering our Active
Transportation & Complete Streets Training through 2020. If your
community is interested in complete streets you can learn more about the
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program and request a training through our
website: https://nybc.net/expert-assistance/training

Upcoming Featured Events
 

Transportation Alternatives' Vision Zero Cities
Conference

On October 10 and 11, Transportation Alternatives will bring together
leading industry and policy experts, advocates, and elected officials for
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the fifth annual Vision Zero Cities Conference, taking place at Columbia
University’s Alfred Lerner Hall.

Day one of the conference will include keynote speakers, breakout
sessions, and a networking reception. Day two will include various "in the
field" opportunities, such as walking/biking tours, and deep-dive
workshops. In conjunction with the conference, Transportation
Alternatives will publish a fourth edition of the Vision Zero Cities Journal.

Vision Zero is not just a policy goal—it’s an imperative. It is crucial that
we continue the push to identify and support the most effective strategies
to eliminate every traffic-related death and serious injury.

Learn more about the conference or register today
at: https://visionzerocities.org/

 Center for Environmental Education & Discovery's
Bike4Nature

CEED’s Bike4Nature is a bike-a-thon AND Fall festival in one! First, bike
around lovely seaside Brookhaven Hamlet and Bellport and then enjoy
music, food, prizes, vendors, crafts and much more at a nature-oriented
fall festival! The bike-a-thon isn’t a race, but more like a 1-2 hour relaxed
scavenger hunt to designated bike stops and historical landmarks.  

Register individually or as a team and recruit sponsors at
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https://www.ceedli.org/bike4nature.html. $10 registration fee.  First 50
registrations get an exclusive I Biked for Nature! t-shirt!  CEED is the
Center for Environmental Education and Discovery, a new nature center
on Long Island whose mission is to inspire connection to the joys of
nature through education and outdoor experiences that help restore our
balance for a healthier community.  

Contact Tom Pelletier (tom@tompelletier.com) for more information.

Long Island Pedestrian Safety Day Video Scholarship

Walk Safe Long Island is an island-wide outreach campaign to promote
pedestrian safety and law-based education. The Pedestrian Education
Video Scholarship contest asked Long Island students to create short
videos that demonstrate one or more pedestrian safety laws.

When New York State communities were ranked by the number of
pedestrian crashes that occurred between 2009 and 2013, Long Island
communities accounted for eight of the top twenty communities ranked,
and Hempstead had the highest number of crashes of all communities in
upstate New York and Long Island. The winning videos will be used to
spread awareness and educate Long Islanders on pedestrian and
transportation safety.

On Monday, September 16 at 4PM Walk Safe Long Island will be holding a
Pedestrian Safety Day press briefing and video debut with scholarship
presentations at the St. Joseph Hospital Main Lobby 4295 Hempstead
Turnpike, Bethpage, NY 11714.

For more information or to RSVP contact: info@lihealthcollab.org
 

Orange County Country Roads Ride
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Each year, the Orange County Bicycle Club and Catholic Charities
Community Services of Orange County host their annual Country Roads
Bicycle Tour Ride With the Camels. Proceeds from the event benefit
Catholic Charities of Orange County, NY, Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Orange County, and the Sanctuary for Animals.
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More information and registration at: http://ocbicycleclub.org/country-
roads-bicycle-tour
 

Monthly Safety Short: ABC Bike Check

We partnered with the Governor's Traffic and Safety Committee to create a series of short
videos on safe riding practices. You can find more bicycling safety videos on our Vimeo

page.

In Case You Missed it: Shoreline Trail and
Genesee River Greenway Funding

The Ralph C Wilson Jr. Foundation has announced that it will be
committing $6.4 million to the Natural Heritage Trust along with $12.6
million from the State for a total of $19 million in improvements for the
Niagra Shoreline Trail and the Genesee Valley Greenway.

Both trails are crucial connections for the 750-mile Empire State Trail
slated for completion in 2020. Once completed, the Empire State Trail will
connect New York City to Canada, and Buffalo to Albany - making it the
longest multi use trail in the nation.
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Monthly Inspiration
Being an advocate can be hard. Sometimes we all need a little inspiration to remind us

how important this work is and that we can always strive to do more. The following stories

inspire us to do better. If you have a story, video, or article that inspires you to be an

advocate share it with us by emailing nybc@nybc.net

Cycling Without Age in Minnesota

We first heard about Cycling Without Age from a Long Island Cyclist
working to start a chapter in his community. Cycling Without Age
provides nursing homes with trishaw e-bikes and pairs them with
volunteers to bring nursing home residents on bike rides as often as
they'd like. The program is touted as a way to form inter-generational
relationships, remedy loneliness in nursing home residents, and generally
boost the mood of all participants. We recently learned that the program
is beginning to take off in the United States with more than 24 Minnesota
nursing homes receiving grants to purchase the program's e-bike trishaws
this year. 

Programs like these are reliant on infrastructure, policies, and a culture
that acknowledges the bicycling as a viable form of transportation. Once
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that foundation is laid, the possibilities are endless.
 

The Story Behind Utrecht's Bicycle Infrastructure
and How It Became One of the World's Most Bike

Friendly Cities.

Utrecht and the Netherlands as a whole weren't always the biking utopia
they are today. Watch this video from Street Films to learn how a shift in
thinking about urban space created the Netherland's most bike-friendly
city. 
 

Tell us about what's happening
in your neighborhood

 
NYBC is proud to partner with regional and local advocates who work
tirelessly towards ensuring bicyclists and pedestrians are safe,
respected, and fully integrated into their local communities'
transportation system. 

We want to hear about successes, challenges, and opportunities in
your area! Our goal is to share stories from around the state and
encourage an exchange of ideas. 
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nybc@nybc.net

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

http://www.nybc.net 
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